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VETERANS' AFFAIRS
The Honorable John F. Kerry —
Chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Bt mes
446 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-6225

Dear Chairman Kerry:

When you first approached me last year to discuss United States accession to the U.N.
Convention on the Law of the Sea, I expressed reservations over holding hearings to reconsider
the Convention. [ voted against accession to the Convention when it was last considered by the
Committee in 2007, and did not believe that circumstances had changed in a way to warrant a
shift in my position. Nevertheless, when you decided to move forward with hearings on the
Convention, I pledged to you that I would attend all of the hearings and carefully consider the
testimony of the witnesses.

After four hearings, I am still not convinced that it is in the national interest of the United States
to accede to U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. Therefore, I will oppose accession to the

Convention both in Committee and on the floor of the Senate.

I thank you for your leadership of the Committee and appreciate your engagement on this issue.

erely,

Johnny Isakson



