Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 10, 2009

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Capitol Building, S-128 Capitol Building, S-128
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Sirs:

We write to you again this year as active supporters of our Army National Guard and the UH-60
Black Hawk helicopter program. The Guard's continued partnership with our active duty Army enables
them to perform vital national and state missions. Over the last several years, the Black Hawk H-60 has
supported a full spectrum of missions, to include search and rescue, disaster relief, fire fighting and
medical evacuation, and on-going deployments to both Iraq and Afghanistan.

The US Army Black Hawk helicopter fleet is the largest flying fleet in our military inventory,
having logged more than 830,000 flight hours (more than any other flying platform) supporting Operation
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. The Army National Guard flies the oldest "A" model
Black Hawks in the inventory, they are wearing out much faster than planned, and accelerated ficlding of
new and re-capitalized H-60s is required to keep the Army National Guard Black Hawk Fleet deployable,
especially in high altitude theaters like Afghanistan.

It 1s anticipated that the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget will fund 70 Black Hawk
helicopter H-60Ms at $1.3 billion in Army Aircraft Procurement - UH-60 Black Hawk account and 38
Black Hawk helicopter UH-60A-A to UH-60L conversions @ $64.6 million in the Army Aircraft
Procurement - Utility Helicopter Modifications account. Each UH-60A-A to UH-60L conversion requires
a re-capitalized UH-60A helicopter funded in Army OMA Budget Activity 01, Activity Group 12, Sub-
activity Group 123.

In order to continue to re-capitalize the Army National Guard Black Hawk helicopter fleet, we
respectfully request an increase of $164.0 million in Army Aircraft Procurement - UH-60 Black Hawk for
10 UH-60M helicopters, and an increase of $20.4 million for 12 UH-60A-A to UH-60L conversions in
Army Aircraft Procurement - Utility Helicopter Modifications both for the Army National Guard.

We appreciate the unwavering support you continue to provide the men and women who
faithfully serve our Army National Guard. Thank you for your consideration of this critical equipment
issue. We certify that neither we nor our immediate family has a pecuniary interest, consistent with the
requirements of paragraph 9 of Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate, in any congressionally-
directed spending item that we requested for inclusion in the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2010.

Sincerely,
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nited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
April 1, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Arlen Specter

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education and Related Agencies Services, Education and Related Agencies
United States Senatc United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Specter:

We respectfully request your continued support for federal funding for treatment and cure of
Fragile X and its related conditions. Specifically, we seck your support for:

o $2 million in new funding for the National Fragile X Public Health Initiative and other
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) activities such as collaboration with the
Fragile X Clinical & Research Consortium to pursue initiatives that would have the greatest
impact on individuals living with Fragile X across the generations.

e Appropriations Report Language requesting that the National Institutes of Health:
o FEnhance its efforts across its Institutes 1o translate basic science findings into viable
treatments for Fragile X, and encourage clinical drug trials for this orphan indication.
o Maximize Fragile X resources by ensuring that appropriate resources and direction is
provided to implement the objectives outlined in the Fragile X Research Blueprint.
o Strengthen and broaden research on Fragile X, Fragile X-associated tremor/ataxia
syndrome (FXTAS), and Fragile X-associated primary ovarian insufficiency (FXPOI).

Fragile X Syndrome and associated disorders are the most common causc of inherited
intellectual disability, causes a wide range of mental and physical impairment. Nearly a third of
males with Fragilc X meet full criteria for autism and most meet criteria of autism spectrum
disorder, making it the most common genetically-caused form of autism. Fragile X can affect an
entire family across generations, with as many as 1 in 130 female, and 1 in 700 male premutation
carriers. Approximately 1 in 3.600 males and 1 in 4,000 to 6,000 females arc born with the full
mutation. Fragile X associated disorders— FXTAS, a Parkinson's-like condition among some
older male carriers, and FXPOI, early menopause in female carriers— affect thousands more.

Public efforts, including three National Institute of Child Health and Human Development-
funded Fragile X Research Centers and the CDC’s Fragile X Clinical & Research Consortium,
arc two initiatives that have great impact on individuals living with Fragile X. The Committec's
past support of the important work underway at the NIH and CDC will have a considerable
impact on the important projects under consideration at these agencies. Yet there is even more
that needs to be done. To translate basic scientific findings into viable treatments for Fragile X,
additional coordination and resources are required.

While we understand the challenges the Committee faces in prioritizing requests, we believe
support for enhancing Fragile X rescarch and public health activities is imperative given the



significant impact Fragile X has on families and communities across the country and the great
potential for effective treatments. We thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,




Mnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
April 3, 2009

The Honorable Patrick l.cahy The Honorable Jjudd Gregyg
Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Subcommitiee on State, Foreign
Opcrations and Related Programs Operations and Related Programs
127 Dirksen Senate Office Building 127 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510 Washington DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Gregg,

We respectfully request that you provide robust funding for Peace Corps in Fiscal Year
2010.

At a time when President Obama has madce a pledge to doublc the number of Peace Corps
volunteers by 2011, we would welcome your leadership in providing resources to lay the
foundation for a bigger, better and bolder Peace Corps. Global attitudes about the United
States remain fragile. and the Peace Corps remains one of the United States™ most
effective grassroots diplomacy and deveiopment programs.

The Peace Corps reports that as many as twenty nations arce interested in starting Peace
Corps programs where none currently exist, and there are real opportunities to expand
and improve upon currently existing programs. We believe it is in our foreign policy and
national security imicrest to pursuc these opportunities and responsibly expand the globai
presence af the Peace Corps.

Robust funding will provide resources not just to grow the Peace Corps. but also help
modcernize and reform the Peace Corps as the United States reevaluatces its toreign policy
10 coniront new challenges we face.

Today. the nearly 8,000 volunieers serving in the Peace Corps are part of a proud and rich
history of global service. These dedicated citizens represent the United States in over 70
ceuntries across the globe. Over 195,000 U.S. citizens have answered the call to serve
since the Peace Corps was created in 1961, and it is our hope that with robust funding,
many more can serve in, and be served by, this vital program.

We appreciate the support you have provided in the past and look forward to your
leadership in helping the President realize his goal for Peace Corps and service to our

nation.

Thank yuu for your atteniion to this matter.

QQ‘V < Sincerely,
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Nnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTORN, DC 20510

April 21, 2009

The Honorable Dianne I'einstein, Chairman The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Ranking Member
SD-131 Dirksen Senate Office Building SD-125 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies Subcornmitice on Interior and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Comimittee on Appropriations

Washington, DC 205140 Washinglon, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Feinstein and Ranking Member Alexander:

We would like to draw vour attention to a very popular and successful conservation program that has
strong support i Congress, within the conservation community, and among private landowners
across the United States. The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) 1s a unique,
public-private, partnership based program that leverages non-federal funds to protect, restore, and
manage wetlands and associated habitats for migratory birds and other wildlife, NAWCA was
unanimously reauthorized by Congress in September 2006, and this year, the President demonstrated
support for NAWCA by suggesting a considerable increase in his budget. We zreatly appreciate the
Subcommittee’s past support for NAWCA and hope vou will continue funding for this extremely
impaortant progrem during Fiscal Year 2010 funding process.

NAWCA 15 one of the government's most cost-ctfcetive conservation programs. Federal dollars
mvested in NAWCA are matched by more than two dollars from non-federal partners including
corporations, private landowners, non-profits, state governments, and local organizations, Regional
Joint Ventures, established to support the North American Waterfow] Managerient Plan, play a
substantial role by fostering collaborative efforts to sucecesslully implement NAWCA,

This year marks the Fn anniversary of NAWCA, and over the last two decades, it has proven
cffective far bevond the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats. The public and a large
number of wildlife species benefit tremendously from healthy wetland systems that are the result of
on-the-ground conservation made possible by this program. Wetlands help prevent flooding, reduce
the severily of slorm surges, and mitigate the damaging cffects of scil erosion, In addition, wetlands
are important for groundwater recharge and improve water quality by working with underground
aguilers to filter pollutants.

The 1.5, has alrzady lost more than hall of its original wetlands and continues to lose over 80,000
wetland acres each year. In California alone, more than 90 percent of wetlands have disappeared.
NAWCA 15 helping to reverse this trend of wetland lass.

We commend the support vour Subcommittes has provided thus program in the past and would like
to reiterate the features that few Federal programs can match:



®= The program stimulates the economy and creates jobs. Wildlife-related recreation
generates over 5120 billion of economic output each vear. In many cases, this economic
activity 1s vital to the incomes of rural Americans. One study suggests NAWCA dircctly
spurs the creation, on average, of 3,738 new jobs annually in the United States.

* NAWCA fosters conservation efforts bv the non-Federal sector. Over 3,000
corporate, small business, non-profit, state and local entities have more than doubled
NAWCA dollars with matching funds, More than 1,800 on-the-ground conservation
projects have been implemented in all 50 states, Canada and Mexico,

=  Farmers and other private landowners support the proeram. Every project is
voluntary and incentives allow willing landowners to restore wildlife habitat and
conservation practices to their private lands.

= Congress is involved in approving which projects are funded. The final approval
body in the project selection process is the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission.
The seven-member body includes four Members of Congress.

* NAWCA has strong support from the states. The 50 state wildlife agencies are active
partniers in the program.

* Demand for NAWCA continues to exceed available funds. During 2005-2006,
demand for the program in the U.S. outstripped available funding. NAWCA remains a
very popular program among landowners interested and willing to restore and conserve
wetlands habitat.

NAWCA represents a fiscally responsible approach to wctlandﬁmd wildlife conservation, While
we understand the ongoing fiscal restraints, we hope this program and its demonstrable success at
developing non-federal funding sources and diverse partnerships will receive the Subcommittee’s
strongest consideration for the highest funding level possible in FY 2010. Thank vou again for
taking the time to consider our views and recognizing the importance ol future funding for the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act.

Blanche Lincoln Mike Crapo
United States Senator United States Senator
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BLANCHE LAMBERT LINCOLN COMMAMUTTEES:
ARKANSAS AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
355 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING FINANCE

TELEPWMONE: (202} 224-4843 %1“‘ tm 51:8&5 5 En Htl: SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

www.senate.gov/~lincoln WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 23, 2009

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein The Honorable Lamar Alexander

Chair, Ranking Member,

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairwoman Feinstein and Senator Alexander:

We are writing to express our support for the State and Tribal Wildlife Program in fiscal year
2010. We appreciate your past support of this program, and we are hopeful that such support will
continue through this funding cycle. We believe that the State and Tribal Wildlife Program needs a
much greater federal investment, but, given the present budget realities, we are again only asking that
$85 million be provided in fiscal year 2010 to adequately meet the needs of our states.

The State and Tribal Wildlife Program is the nation’s core program to prevent wildlife from
becoming endangered in every state. It is a mission-critical element of the Interior Deparument’s budget,
as no other program in the federal budget is focused on this goal. As you know, states bear the primary
responsibility for wildlife management, but since the 1930s the federal government has worked in
partnership with states to fund enormously successful programs to ensure conservation and sustainable
use of wildlife species enjoyed by millions of hunters and anglers across America.

At the same time, many species of wildlife have declined dramatically. The amount of federal
funding now needed to restore endangered species is far greater than would have been required to
prevent their decline in the first place. Through early, strategic action to conserve declining wildlife
populations and their habitats, we can prevent conflicts over endangered species listings, saving both
wildlife and taxpayer dollars. Adequate and consistent funding for State and Tribal Wildlife Program is
essential to fulfilling the shared federal-state responsibility for keeping our nation’s wildlife from
becoming endangered. Now more than ever, we should be focusing limited resources on this kind of
smart, effective conservation investment.

When Congress created the State and Tribal Wildlife Program in FY 2001, we asked every state
wildlife agency to complete a state wildlife action plan. The action plans were developed by scientists,
sportsmen, environmentalists, and other members of the community, who work together to identify
practical conservation measures to prevent wildlife from becoming endangered. Every state wildlife
action plan is officially approved and the state wildlife agencies and their many conservation partners
are actively implementing projects on-the-ground. Congress needs to honor our commitment to this



effort by providing the federal share of support for this program as it undertakes this critical multi-year
effort. We therefore urge the Subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies to increase funding for
the State and Tribal Wildlife Program to $85 million in Fiscal Year 2010 so that these important wildlife
conservation efforts can be sustained. Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Blanche L. Lincoln Mike Crapo




Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 1, 2009

Senate Appropriations Committee

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
United States Capitol, S-128

Washington, D.C.20510

Dear Chairman Feinstein and Ranking Member Alexander:

We are writing to thank you for your support for rural water grassroots environmental and compliance initiatives.
We ask that you again prioritize funding for these local initiatives in the Fiscal Year 2010 EPA budget. Specifically, we
urge you to consider providing $16.8 million for the National Rural Water Association’s technical assistance, source water
protection and ground water protection efforts.

We know that this request will require some reallocation of funding within the EPA budget. However, we believe it
is justified becausc this is the portion of the EPA budget that small communities in all the states depend on to protect their
water quality and to comply with the numerous EPA environmental mandates. Small communities want to ensure quality
water and stay in compliance. These rural water initiatives provide the shared technical resources to do so.

At the same time we have seen significant decreases in the amount of EPA funding used to assist small and rural
communities, we have also witnesscd a significant increase in the amount and complexity of federal environmental
regulations. We don’t believe the federal agencies’ budgets are providing enough technical assistance for implementing the
Safe Drinking Water Act in small town America in the manner intended by Congress. Small communities rely on the
Appropriations Committee to ameliorate this situation and direct a small portion (less than | percent) of EPA’s $2.3 billion
management budget to be used in the field at the local level where small and rural communities benefit and environmental
protection is accomplished.

The need for rural water on-site technical assistance continues to increase with the expansion of federal drinking
water regulations (including arsenic, radon, operator certification requirements, disinfection byproducts, and the ground
water treatment rule, in addition to the over 80 EPA rules that arc currently on the books) and more stringent waste water
permits. The main source of assistance for compliance with these mandates has been and will continue to be the efforts of
state rural water associations.

As the Subcommittee analyzes competing requests for EPA funding priorities, small and rural communities are
cager for the Subcommittee to compare the results and accomplishments of Rural Water’s initiatives with any other
environmental protection program. The accomplishments are documented in the 2009 report to Congress by the National
Rural Water Association.

We centify that neither we nor our immediate family has a pecuniary interest in the congressionally directed
spending item that we have requested, consistent with the requirements of paragraph 9 of Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules
of the Senate.

We appreciate your kind support that has made this unique approach to environmental protection available to all
communities. We urge your support this year of these initiatives within EPA’s budget.

Sincerely,

Blanche L. Lincoln James M. Inhofe
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator










Mnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 1, 2009

Senate Appropriations Committee

Subcommittee on

Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
United States Capitol, S-128

Washington, D.C.20510

Dear Chairman Kohl and Ranking Member Brownback:

We are writing to thank you for your continued support in the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill for our states’ rural drinking water and wastewater systems that rely on
the USDA Loan and Grant Fund, the rural water Circuit Riders, and grassroots source water protection.

Across the country, over 90 percent of the community water systems serve a population of fewer than 10,000. Small
communities have the greatest difficulty providing safe, affordable public drinking water and wastewater services due to limited
economies of scale and less technical expertise. The regulatory requirements placed on small communities continue to increase
with the expansion of water regulations which include arsenic, radon, disinfection byproducts, the ground water treatment rule,
total maximum daily load regulations and stringent re-permitting of wastewater permits. This is in addition to the over 80 EPA
rules currently in effect.

The initiatives that are achieving results for rural and small communities are detailed in the National Rural Water
Association’s 2009 Report to Congress. Rural water associations have become an important resource for small communities to
rely on for security initiatives and assistance. Rural Water has the ability to quickly and immediately respond with resources and
expertise.

We urge the committee to prioritize these initiatives in the USDA’s FY2010 budget:

o  $15 million for Circuit Riders within the Rural Utility Service. Circuit Riders provide the primary assistance small
communities need to operate safe, clean water systems and to comply with EPA water regulations. Circuit Riders arc in
the field every day helping systems with compliance, operations, maintenance, management, rates and helping promote
lacal responsibility for protecting water resources.

e  $6.1 million for Rural Water Grassroots Source Water Protection. This is the only local initiative ensuring
environmentally progressive local land-use decisions without the controversy and bureaucracy of new federal regulatory
programs. It provides each state with one full-time person to organize and assist rural communities, farmers, and other
land-use interests in the implementation of source water protection plans. This initiative allows those who benefit from
environmental protection to take responsibility for achieving it, ensuring its success and eliminating controversy.

e  $650 million for USDA Rural Water Grants and Loans. A small system’s viability is directly related to its water
supply and sanitation. To overcome their limited resources, rural communities have turned to USDA water loans and
grants to construct water and wastewater infrastructure through loans provided at reasonable rates and terms. Without this
assistance, many could not construct new systems, expand existing ones, or comply with mandates.

We appreciate your support and your consideration of this request. Please contact us with any questions.

Sincerely,

e Lrfiisl

Blanche L. Lincoln James M. Inhofe
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator









Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 1, 2009
Senator Daniel K. Inouye Senator Thad Cochran
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Defense
Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
119 Senate Dirksen Office Building 522 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Inouye and Ranking Member Cochran:

We are writing to request $10 million for Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC) research in the
fiscal ycar 2010 Dcpartment of Defense (DOD) Appropriations Act.

TSC is a genetic condition that causes tumors in the kidneys, lungs, liver, cycs, skin, and brain.
An cstimated 50,000 Americans are currently living with this disorder. Researchers have also
linked TSC to seizures, autism spectrum disorder, and severe intellectual disability.
Consequently, increased research into TSC will not only bring us closer to finding a cure for this
debilitating disease, it can also enhance our understanding of other medical conditions like
cancer and diabetes.

From fiscal years 2002 to 2009, Congress appropriated an aggregate of $23.5 million to the
Tuberous Sclerosis Complex Rescarch Program (TSCRP) at DOD. This program, which has
enjoyed strong bipartisan support from Congress, awards competitive grants to cutting-edge
research proposals. However, far more is needed if we hope 1o find ways to more effectively
treat those who suffer from TSC and prevent its occurrence in future generations.

In fiscal year 2008, there was only enough moncy available to fund 14.5 percent of the rescarch
proposals received by the TSCRP. Additional funds are required to support clinical trials of new
therapeutic agents, attract new researchers into this field of study, and provide support for
essential translational research.

To date, patient organizations have invested more than $13 million in privately raised funds for
TSC research. Congress should match these private sector commitments by appropriating $10
million to TSC research through this important program.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Séerrod Brown Mike Crapo 4
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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 7, 2009
Senator Tom Harkin Senator Thad Cochran
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and
Education Education
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
131 Dirksen Senate Office Building 113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:

On behalf of all patients and families impacted by Duchenne and Becker Muscular Dystrophy
(DBMD), we are writing to thank you and the Labor, HHS, and Education Subcommittee for your
enthusiastic support in recent years, and to urge continued support for measures to develop safe and
effective treatments for these conditions.

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy is the most common form of the muscular dystrophies, impacting
about one of every 3,500 boys. Becker is a less-severe version that affects about one of every 18,000
children born each year. Duchenne is the world’s most common lethal genetic disease among
children, and patients typically survive only into their 20s.

The DBMD Community, however, remains encouraged that we are closer to development of a safe
and effective treatment. Thanks to previous support from your committee, the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) has been able to increase funding to DBMD research and ensure that this funding is
carefully coordinated and used efficiently. While DBMD barely registered on the nation’s radar
screen just a few years ago, today we are in the midst of a Phase 2 clinical trial for a drug that shows
significant promise for these patients.

Your Committee’s ongoing support also has enabled the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to aggressively track and record data on DBMD and to develop programs to better educate
clinicians as to early warning signs enabling patients to receive prompt and appropriate care. To help
ensure these important endeavors continue, we respectfully request that in Fiscal Year 2010, you
consider providing the following funding;

e A $2.5 million increase in MD activities at CDC. Of this amount, $2.25 million should be
dedicated to advance efforts to develop and launch an International DBMD Patient
Registry, and $277,000 would be used to continue the successful joint CDC/PPMD
Education and Outreach initiative, bringing the total for this project to $1 million.

¢ Increased funding at NIH to ensure the continued support of the six MD Centers of
Excellence and other research initiatives focused on DBMD.

On behalf of all Americans affected by Duchenne and Becker Muscular Dystrophy, we thank you for
your leadership and urge your continued support.






MAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 8, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin, Chairman

The Honorable Thad Cochran, Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations

131 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:

As members of the Senate Rural Health Caucus, we ask that you consider continued
support for rural health care programs as you move forward with the Fiscal Year (FY)
2010 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education funding measure. We thank you
for your historic leadership and support for rural health care programs, and hope that you
will continue these important efforts.

While current spending for all rural health discretionary programs is relatively small, it
plays a critical role in solidifying the fragile health care infrastructure common in rural
communities. We understand the current constraints on the federal budget and recognize
the need to eliminate wasteful and inefficient programs. However, we also believe that
we must continue to support government policies that work and urge you to take into
consideration the effectiveness of the rural health programs listed below.

National Health Service Corps (NHSC): The NHSC plays a critical role in maintaining
the health care safety net by placing primary health care providers in our nation’s most

underserved rural communities, Currently, more than 4,000 clinicians offer primary care
services to approximately 4 million Americans. However, the demand for primary care
providers far exceeds the supply, and the needs of our rural communities continue to
grow. Rural communities must have the resources necessary to hire primary care, dental
and mental health practitioners. We urge the Committee to provide sufficient funding for
the NHSC program to help eliminate provider shortages across the country.

Rural Health Qutreach, Network Development and Telemedicine Grant Programn:
These grants are available to rural communities working to provide health care services
through new and creative strategies, such as telemedicine and trauma care services.
Grantees are also awarded needed funding to develop formal, integrated networks of
providers that deliver primary and acute care services. In fact, this is the only federal
rural health care program that allows communities to use these funds based on their
community needs. We urge continued support with a modest increase for this essential
grant program.




Rural Health Research Grant Program: This grant program supports eight academic-
based rural health research centers that study rural health issues, including work on rural

hospitals, health professionals, delivery of mental health services and the functioning of
managed care systems in rural arcas. Rural health research centers have also conducted
analysis of the impact of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (BBA), the Balanced Budget
Refinement Act of 1999 (BBRA) and the Beneficiary Improvement and Protection Act of
2000 (BIPA) on the rural health care delivery system. Their work was also critical to the
development of the rural equity package included in the Medicare Modernization Act of
2003 (MMA). We ask your support for this program with a modest increase to build upon
the important work of the rural health research centers that assist federal legislators in
crafting national rural health policies.

Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility Program: The BBA created this nationwide grant
program to improve access to essential health care services provided by Critical Access
Hospitals (CAHs), rural health networks and rural emergency medical services. The
intent is to help rural communities implement innovative rural health ideas then transition
off federal funding as the projects become self sufficient. We ask the Committee to
continue its support for this important program.

Small Rural Hospital Performance Improvement Act: This initiative provides
assistance to rural hospitals under 50 beds to improve their data systems, comply with the
prospective payment system, comply with regulations of the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act and reduce medical errors. We ask the Committee to continue its
support and recognition of the unique circumstances of small, rural hospitals.

Rural Access to Emergency Devices Act (AED): This important rural health program
assists communitics in purchasing emergency devices such as defibrillators and training
potential responders in their use, as well as in basic CPR and first aid. We urge you to
include sufficient funding to ensure our rural communities are not left behind in the fight
to lower cardiac arrcst rates across America.

Office for the Advancement of Telehealth: The Office for the Advancement of
Telehealth leads, coordinates and promotes the use of telehealth technologies by fostering
partnerships among federal agencies, states and private sector groups to create telehealth
projects. These grants help reduce the isolation of rural providers and foster integrated
delivery systems through network development. Telemedicine technologies are critically
important to the delivery of care in remote rural and frontier areas. We urge the
Committec to continue its support for this program.

State Offices of Rural Health: State offices of rural health play a key role in assisting
rural health clinics, community health centers, and small, rural hospitals to assess
community health care needs. This program creates a state focus for rural health interests,
brings technical assistance to rural areas, and helps frontier communities tap state and
national resources available for health care and cconomic development. In partnership
with other statc agencies, the state rural health offices have been essential in addressing
the unique needs of rural communities. We urge your continued support for this program.



Consolidated Health Centers Program: Community Health Centers (CHCs) provide
services to over 18 million people living in underserved areas, with about half of the
users being from rural areas. These providers are a vital part of the rural health care
safety net and play an enormous role in access to care for those living in rural and frontier
areas. We urge the Committee to support continued funding for this important provider
network.

Rural EMS Grant Program: This important new program was authorized during the
107" Congress as part of a larger effort to strengthen the health care safety net. This grant

program provides resources that EMS squads can use for a variety of purposes, including
training volunteers in emergency response and injury prevention as well as helping
volunteers meet the costs of obtaining State emergency medical certification. Rural EMS
squads can also use the funding to purchase new equipment. This is an important effort
that will help rural arcas sustain access to emergency medical services by providing EMS
squads much-needed resources to improve recruitment and retention of emergency
medical personnel. Despite the many challenges rural EMS providers face, this program
was unfortunately climinated in 2006. We urge the Committee to restore funding for this
important program.

Health Professions: We ask the Committee to provide adequate funding for the Health
Professions programs, in particular the Quentin Burdick Rural Training Program. These
programs are the main source of education and training for rural health care providers,
because virtually all Graduate Medical Education payments go to urban-based teaching
hospitals.

Maintaining fiscal discipline is a top priority and we want to work with you toward that
goal. However, we hope you will consider the important role these programs play in rural
communities as the Committee prepares to mark up the FY10 funding measure for the
Department of Health and Human Services.

lowr b

Senator Kent Conrad

Sincerely,










Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 12, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Thad Cochran

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on
"Labor, Health and Human Services Labor, Health and Human Services
Unites States Scnate Unites States Senate

131 Dirksen Senate Office Building 156 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.20510 Washington, D.C.20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Specter:

Please join us in supporting continued funding of $2 million for the Tourette
Syndrome Public Health Education and Research Program at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) in Fiscal Year 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education Departments Appropriations Bill.

As you may know, Tourctte Syndrome (TS) is a genetic, neurological disorder,
characterized by involuntary movements and sounds that are known as “tics.” It is often
accompanicd by Attention Deficit Disorder or Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder. It is
estimated that 200,000 Americans have the most severe form of TS. TS is a complex
disorder greatly misunderstood by the public and often diagnosed incorrectly, resulting in
many peoplc cspecially children, needlessly suffering embarrassment, punishment and
obstacles in their academic, professional and social endeavors because of unintentional
noiscs or movements.

In 2000, Congress passed the Children's Health Act that authorized the Tourette
Syndrome Public Health Education and Rescarch Outreach Program at CDC’s National
Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities. This program was crcated to
increase recognition and diagnoses of TS, decrease the stigma attached (o the disorder,
and facilitate appropriate, effective treatments to those with TS. Over 15,000
professionals in all 50 states-have reccived training through CDC's program.

We thank you and commend you for your leadershlp in ensuring ongoing federal
commitment to the improvement of health and expansion of research, education, and

prevention of diseases and disorders.
W
7/% >

Sincerely,

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senale






Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 14, 2009
The Honorable Daniel Inouye The Honorable Thad Cochran
Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Defense, Chairman Subcommittee on Defense, Ranking Member
Senate Dirksen Office Building, Room 122 Senate Dirksen Office Building, Room 122
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Inouye and Ranking Member Cochran:

We are seeking your support for the National Guard Youth ChalleNGe program which
serves to improve the education, life skills, and employment potential of America’s high school
dropouts by providing military-based training, education, supervised work experience, and other
important assistance. We respectfully request $25 million in additional funding be added to the
Fiscal Year 2010 Civil Military Program line in the Operations and Maintenance Defense Wide
Account to adequately fund the existing programs and to allow for the expansion of the program
to eleven other states.

Over 30% of our nation’s youth fail to attain a high school diploma. We face a growing
epidemic with devastating consequences unless the tide is turned. High school dropouts are
much more likely: to be unemployed, live in poverty, receive public assistance, serve time in
prison, and/or become a single parent with children who repeat this cycle. With over 1.3 million
youths dropping out of school each year, the cost to the American economy is $329 billion in
lost productivity and earnings over the course of their lifetimes. It is projected that the 12
million students who will drop out of school over the next decade will cost our economy more
than $3 trillion. The Youth ChalleNGe Program seeks to stem this epidemic.

The Youth ChalleNGe Program is managed by the Assistant Secretary of Defense,
Reserve Affairs, and executed by the National Guard Bureau. It is a community-based program
that trains and mentors at-risk youth so that they may become productive, employed, and law-
abiding citizens. Further, the program has been recognized as one of the Nation’s most effective
and cost-efficient programs for targeting youth who are at the greatest risk for substance abuse,
teen pregnancy, delinquency, and involvement in criminal activities. The program currently
operates at 33 program sites in 27 states and the territory of Puerto Rico.

Since the program’s inception in 1993, over 85,185 young people have graduated from
the Youth ChalleNGe Program. Many have gone to college, while almost thirty percent have
served in the military. One graduate is at the United States Naval Academy, while another is a
United States West Point cadet. Many have served with distinction in Iraq and Afghanistan, with
some having paid the ultimate sacrifice in the service to their country. No matter the path, its
graduates are shining examples of the success of the National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program.

In order to continue and expand upon this success, the Youth ChalleNGe Program
requires our help. The current Fiscal Year 2010 Department of Defense funding request is
adequate to fund the existing programs; however, an additional eleven states would like to start a



program, while four current states would like a second program. We respectively urge you to
provide the National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program with full funding and $25 million in
additional funding for the Fiscal Year 2010 for this vital expansion. This is an important
opportunity that we must not let pass.

We appreciate the support you have provided in the past and thank you for your
consideration of this request. Please contact Cynthia Jones of Senator Landrieu’s staff (4-0099),
or David Evans of Senator Chambliss’ staff (4-3521), for any further information regarding this
request. We certify that neither we nor our immediate family have a pecuniary interest in any of
the congressionally directed spending items that we have requested, consistent with the
requirements of paragraph 9 of Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER BOND
Unitedl States Senator United States Senator
ROBERT MENENDEZ U | Y ISKKISON
United States Senator United States Senator

RON WYDEN /
United States Senator | United States¥8enator
BARBARA BOXER RICHARD LUGAR

United States Senator United States Senator
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United States Senator nited States Senator

d
BLANCHE L. LIN OLYMPJA . SNOWE /
United States Senator United States Senator
HERg KOHL ° ~ MARK UDALL
United States Senator United States Senator
% i
DANIEL K. AKAKA MARIA CANTWELL

United States Senator United States Senator



Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 14, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Labor, HHS and Education Senate Labor, HHS and Education
Appropriations Subcommittee Appropriations Subcommittee
131 Dirksen Senate Office Building S-146A Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:

Thank you for your support in strengthening the Carol White Physical Education Program (PEP)
in the Department of Education. This program is working well and needs to continue to grow. As
budgets tighten across the country, physical education is often a casualty due to lack of adequate funding.
Physical education is essential for healthy growth and development in our children.

We write now to urge your continued support and request funding for Fiscal Year 2010. Carol
White PEP funding is helping fuel a renewal in physical education (PE) around the country, but the need
continues. According to the National Association of Sport and Physical Education (NASPE),
participation among American students in physical education has declined dramatically. From the
NASPE Shape of the Nation Report last year we find that 95 percent parents nationwide said that physical
education should be included in the school curriculum for all students in kindergarten through grade 12.

We must encourage our children to adopt healthier lifestyles, and school-based physical
education provides sustained, safe and supervised instruction in physical activity. America’s children are
experiencing obesity in growing numbers, and data continues to highlight the link between obesity and
diabetes, heart discase and other life-threatening medical conditions. Educators and health care
professionals are becoming increasingly concerned about the high cost of allowing our young people to
become sedentary. Today 20 percent of the non-elderly population accounts for 80 percent of health care
spending, we need to reduce this imbalance through healthier lifestyles.

Perhaps as significant as improving overall health, studics show that physical fitncss is linked to
improved self-esteem and performance on standardized tests. Quality physical education is essential to
fostering healthy attitudes and lifestyles in children.

The Carol White Physical Education Program is a critical piece of the cffort to improve and
strengthen school-based physical education around the country. We urge your continued support and
leadership to expand the program with FY 2010 funding.

Thank you for your continued support.

hri. L (o
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The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Thad Cochran s?,#;&‘;i',:‘:&%ﬁ'.‘?
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services and Education Human Services and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
131 Dirksen Senate Office Building 156 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:

I am writing to express my support for the Job Corps program administrated by the U.S.
Department of Labor, an effective job training program for disadvantaged youth. As you know, Job
Corps provides students with vocational skills as well as opportunities for higher education.
Therefore, I respectfully request that you continue to adequately fund the Job Corps program in fiscal
year FY2010.

Specifically, I hope Job Corps funding is sufficient to maintain student services at the existing
123 Job Corps centers operating across the country, including the three in Georgia. Job Corps’s three
Georgia locations, Atlanta, Brunswick, and Tumner, offer career planning, on-the-job training, job
placement, residential housing, food service, driver's education, childcare programs, health and dental
care, and living allowances to young people in Georgia who would otherwise not have access to these
programs.

Recently, I visited the state’s largest program in Atlanta. The students I interacted with were
bright, motivated and ready to enter the workforce as productive members of society, and they owe
much of their success to the center’s dedicated staff that cultivate all of this with the few resources
they are allocated. I hope that Congress can provide the adequate funds to continue the success of the
Job Corps program in Georgia and nationwide. Please let me know if I can assist the committee in
ensuring that Job Corps remains a viable program within the Department of Labor.

Sincerely,

Johnn¥~¥5akson
United States Senate




Mmted States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 15, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommitice on [.abor, HIHS, & Subcommittce on Labor, 1HI1S, &
Education Education

Committec on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
United State Senate United States Scnate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:

We arc writing to urge you to include $12 million for the Trauma Care Systems Planning
and Development Act in the fiscal ycar 2010 Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education Appropriations bill.

Congress unanimously passed the Trauma Care Systems Planning and Development Act
in 2007. In doing so, it acted on the recommendations of the Institute of Medicine to
support coordinated and regionalized trauma care systems at federal, state, and local
levels—modeled on existing trauma carc systems. Providing $12 million for this law will
leverage states’ ability to plan, implement, and develop vital trauma care systems, which
arc necessary to respond to deadly natural disasters, terrorist threats, chemical spills, and
other emergencics.

Injury remains the leading cause of death for Americans aged 1 through 44. Moreover,
caring for trauma injuries is costly. In 2006, thc Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality (AHRQ) determined that trauma injuries are the second most expensive health
carc condition, costing our country approximately $68 billion.

However, half the states in the country are still without a statewide trauma carc system.
Federal resources are necessary to cnable faster emergency response time and the
transportation of seriously-injured individuals to the appropriate trauma center hospital
within the “golden hour” — the time period when medical intervention is most effective in
saving lives and functional abilitics.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter, and for your continuing
support of these important goals.

Sincerely,

y’at Roberts
United States Senator

Ytatcs Scnator







Wnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 15, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin ‘The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and

Human Services, and Education Human Services, and Education
Committec on Appropriations Committec on Appropriations
United Statcs Scnate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Cochran:

On behalf of the more than 12,500 children in America diagnosed with cancer each year, we urge you to
fully fund the Caroline Pryce Walker Conquer Childhood Cancer Act, which passed the Senate and the
House of Representatives unanimously and was signed into law on July 29, 2008. The law authorizcs
$30 million annually for pediatric cancer research, awareness, and the creation of a national childhood
cancer registry.

Despite improving cure ratcs, cancer claims the lives of more than 2,000 children each year, and remains
the number one causc of death from disease in children. Fully funding this law will:

e Enhance pediatric cancer research at the National Cancer Institute to enhance research on the
causes, prevention, diagnosis, rccognition, treatment, and long-term effects of pediatric cancer.

¢ Expand public awareness by providing information on treatment protocols to ensure patients
have early access to the best available therapies, clinical trials, and necessary long-term medical
and psychological care. This funding will also provide resources such as educational outrcach
for parents, peer-to-peer and parent-to-parent support networks, information on school reentry
and postsecondary education, and directories or referral services for financial assistance,
psychological counseling, and other support services.

e Create a national childhood cancer registry at thc Centers for Discase Control and Prevention
to track the epidemiology of pediatric cancer.

As you develop the fiscal year 2010 Labor, Health and 1Tuman Scrvices, and Education Appropriations
bill, we urge you to provide $30 million for the Caroline Pryce Walker Conquer Childhood Cancer Act.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter, and for your continuing support of these
important goals. [f we can provide you with any additional information regarding this matter, please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

prek

s e D
Mny Isaksah

United States Senator












